
Appendix H 
 
Parties Involved in the implementation of Open Space and Recreation 
goals: 
 

• All Boards 
o Support the Chamber of Commerce effort to work with businesses 

and non-profit organizations in promoting the North Quabbin area, 
including web links. 

o Maintain relationships with media outlets. 
o Support Board of Planning and Community Development’s effort 

to update the Master Plan by incorporating Smart Growth 
principles into the plan. 

o Advertise recreational facilities through the Town web sites and 
media outlets. 

o Encourage the continuation of the establishment of these groups. 
• Athol Royalston Regional School Dist 

o Establish summer jobs for teenagers to help maintain Town parks. 
o Define areas suitable for development of additional organized sport 

facilities (baseball, soccer, etc.). 
• Assessors Office 

o Work in partnership with Mount Grace Conservation Trust, North 
Quabbin Regional Landscape Partnership, state and federal 
conservation agencies to protect and acquire priority parcels such 
as 

• Lake Rohunta area 
• Lawton State Forest/Tully Lake/Bearsden 
• Davenport Pond region 

• Athol Recreation Committee 
o Establish summer jobs for teenagers to help maintain Town parks. 
o Maintain staffing of lifeguards at Town beaches. 

• Board of Planning and Community Development 
o Establish a grant writing position to solicit outside funds from 

public and private sources. 
• Capital Program Committee 

o Recommend the Town establish a dedicated account for the 
maintenance and upgrading of public parks and open space. 

o Implement projects to link conservation and recreation areas. 
o Define plans for present and proposed park additions and 

improvements prior to town acceptance. 
o Support the state’s storm-water Best Management Practices (BMP) 

designed to limit non-point source pollution. 
• Conservation Commission 

o Establish signage directing residents and visitors to recreational 
areas. 



o Work in partnership with Mount Grace Conservation Trust, North 
Quabbin Regional Landscape Partnership, state and federal 
conservation agencies to protect and acquire priority parcels such 
as 

• Lake Rohunta area 
• Lawton State Forest/Tully Lake/Bearsden 
• Davenport Pond region 

o Implement projects to link conservation and recreation areas. 
o Define plans for present and proposed park additions and 

improvements prior to town acceptance. 
• Council on Aging 

o Facilitate expansion of public transportation alternatives. 
• Department of Public Works 

o Establish signage directing residents and visitors to recreational 
areas. 

o Create informational signage at present recreational facilities. 
o Establish summer jobs for teenagers to help maintain Town parks. 
o Define plans for present and proposed park additions and 

improvements prior to town acceptance. 
o Define areas suitable for development of additional organized sport 

facilities (baseball, soccer, etc.). 
o Remove the dam at Thousand Acre Reservoir restoring the brook 

to its natural run. 
o Control invasive aquatic weeds. 
o Support the state’s storm-water Best Management Practices (BMP) 

designed to limit non-point source pollution. 
• Finance and Warrant Advisory Committee 

o Recommend the Town increase the DPW budget with the increase 
dedicated to maintenance of Town parks. 

o Recommend the Town establish a dedicated account for the 
maintenance and upgrading of public parks and open space. 

• Open Space and Recreation Committee 
o Encourage the development of a “Welcome to Athol” packet 

detailing open space assets to be distributed to new residents and 
made available to current residents. 

• Planning Office 
o Facilitate expansion of public transportation alternatives. 

• Board of Selectmen 
o Establish signage directing residents and visitors to recreational 

areas. 
o Encourage the Zoning Bylaw Review Committee to continue 

updating zoning bylaws to encourage open space opportunities. 
o Establish a grant writing position to solicit outside funds from 

public and private sources. 
o Increase DPW staffing. 

• School to Work Program 



o Establish summer jobs for teenagers to help maintain Town parks. 
• Town Manager 

o Advertise recreational facilities through the Town web sites and 
media outlets. 

o Develop a cadre of experienced champions to mentor fledgling 
groups. 

o Implement projects to link conservation and recreation areas. 
o Define areas suitable for development of additional organized sport 

facilities (baseball, soccer, etc.). 
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