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Counties: Worcester, Franklin, 

Hampden, Hampshire, Berkshire, 

and other counties (Middlesex, 

Bristol, and Cape Code) 



Existing Elements in Athol's Bylaw 

1.1 Purpose and Intent 

1.2 Applicability  

1.3 General Requirements  

      1.3.1 Compliance with Laws, Bylaws,  

                and Regulations 

      1.3.2 Building Permit and Building          

               Inspection 
      1.3.3 Fees 

      1.3.4 Waivers 

      1.3.5 Site Control 

      1.3.6 Site Plan Review Application and   

               Requirements  
1.4 Operations and Maintenance Plan 

1.5 Utility Notification 

 

 

1.6 Dimension and Density Requirements  

             1.6.1 Setbacks 

1.6.2 Appurtenant Structures 
             1.6.3 Size 

1.7 Design Standards 

              1.7.1 Lighting 

              1.7.2 Signage 

              1.7.3 Utility Connections 
1.8 Safety and Environmental Standards 

         1.8.1 Emergency Services  

1.8.2 Land Clearing, Soil Erosion,  

and Habitat Impacts 

1.9 Monitoring and Maintenance 

       1.9.1 Installation Conditions 

       1.9.2 Modification Conditions 

1.10 Decommissioning and Abandonment  

1.11 Financial Surety  
1.12 Severability  
 

 



Communities’ Included in the Analysis 

• Worcester County- Barre 

• Franklin County- Orange 

• Hampden County- Ludlow 

• Hampshire County- Shelburne  

• Berkshire County- Cheshire  

• Other Counties- Shirley 



Concrete Examples of Bylaw Changes 

Site Plan Review Application and Requirements 

• Barre- "Views of the site from all off-site abutting 

properties (and where the site is abutting a street, from 

the street) indicating what will be seen, prior to 

construction, immediately after construction is 

completed with no plantings in place, after 

construction with all plantings in place and at two, five 

and 10 years after construction with all plantings still in 

place (indicating normal anticipated growth)."  

 

• Cheshire- "Existing and proposed access roads, 

driveways, public ways, private ways, and recreational 

trails on the proposed site." 

 
 



Concrete Examples of Bylaw Changes 

Land Clearing, Soil Erosion, and Habitat Impacts 

• Orange- "The Stormwater Management Plan submitted with the 

permit application shall contain sufficient information for the 

Stormwater Authority to evaluate the environmental impact and 

effectiveness of the measures proposed for reducing adverse 

impacts from stormwater runoff." 

 

• Shirley- "Landscaping screening shall consist of planting, including 

evergreens, the plantings to be of such height and depth as is 

needed and as determined by the Planning Board during site 

plan review to adequately screen from view from the installation, 

accessories, appurtenant structures, and light sources." 
 

 



Concrete Examples of Bylaw Changes 

Design Standards 

• Shelburne- "Access roads shall be constructed to minimize grading, 

stormwater/run-off control, removal of stone walls or trees and to 

minimize impacts to environmental, wetlands, or historic resources." 

 

• Ludlow- "A landscaped buffer strip is intended to provide, within five years 

of installation, a  visual  barrier  between  the  large-scale,  ground-

mounted,  photovoltaic  system and  neighboring  properties.  Except for 

vehicular  and  pedestrian  passways  and permitted signs, these areas 

shall be used only for an interplanting of deciduous or evergreen  trees, 

shrubs  and  other  vegetative  ground cover  that  can  appropriately 

create a visual barrier."    
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